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Use	  

Use	  reported	  speech	  to	  talk	  about	  what	  
another	  person	  said	  in	  the	  past.	  

Eve:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ‘I	  went	  to	  the	  party	  on	  Friday	  night’.	  
James:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ‘Eve	  said	  that	  she	  had	  gone	  to	  	  

	   	   	   	  the	  party	  on	  Friday	  night’.	  



Backshi1ing	  



Backshi1ing	  



Backshi1ing	  





Time	  &	  Place	  
References	  to	  Cmes	  or	  places	  in	  the	  past	  also	  may	  need	  to	  change	  when	  using	  

reported	  speech,	  if	  that	  Cme	  or	  place	  are	  no	  longer	  the	  same.	  



Let’s	  PracCce	  

1.  “I	  am	  going	  to	  the	  castle.”	  

2.  “I	  want	  to	  speak	  to	  the	  king.”	  
3.  “I	  can	  help	  get	  rid	  of	  the	  dragon.”	  	  
4.  “I	  am	  not	  afraid	  of	  a	  giant	  lizard.”	  

5.  “I	  have	  to	  find	  a	  good	  place	  to	  see	  the	  dragon.”	  	  
6.  “The	  dragon	  is	  much	  bigger	  than	  I	  thought.”	  

7.  “The	  dragon	  is	  coming	  towards	  me.”	  	  

8.  “I	  have	  never	  seen	  anything	  so	  frightening.”	  
9.  “I	  don’t	  think	  I	  can	  slay	  the	  dragon.”	  

_________________________________________________	  

The	  knight	  said	  that	  
he	  would	  slay	  the	  
dragon.	  



Let’s	  PracCce	  



SomeCmes,	  if	  someone	  expresses	  an	  opinion,	  we	  use	  ‘I	  think.”	  

Try	  these:	  
•  “It’s	  a	  masterpiece.”	  
•  “It’s	  a	  waste	  of	  money.”	  	  
•  “It	  looks	  like	  a	  rabbit.”	  
•  “It’s	  a	  good	  thing.”	  
•  “It’s	  too	  expensive.”	  
•  “It’s	  quite	  cheap.”	  
•  “It’s	  a	  waste	  of	  Cme.”	  
•  “It	  will	  be	  fun.”	  	  	  
•  “It	  will	  last	  a	  long	  Cme.”	  	  	  	  

He	  thought	  it	  looked	  like	  his	  mother.	  	  



Say	  &	  Tell	  (1)	  
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Say	  &	  Tell	  (3)	  



SAY	  &	  TELL	  PRACTICE	  

A.	  Complete	  the	  sentences	  with	  said	  or	  told.	  
1.  I	  ________	  “hello”	  to	  him.	  	  

2.  	  Louis	  ________	  he	  was	  going	  away	  for	  the	  weekend.	  	  
3.  	  I	  ________	  her	  that	  she	  was	  a	  god	  student.	  	  
4.  	  They	  ________	  they	  were	  very	  sorry.	  
5.  	  His	  aunt	  ________	  him	  not	  to	  eat	  so	  many	  sweets.	  

6.  	  They	  ________	  that	  the	  buses	  were	  full.	  	  
7.  He	  ________	  them	  to	  be	  careful.	  	  
8.  	  The	  adults	  ________	  the	  children	  to	  be	  quiet.	  	  
9.  He	  ________	  she	  was	  late.	  
10. The	  shop	  assistant	  ________	  the	  clients	  that	  the	  shop	  was	  going	  to	  

close.	  



1.	  I	  told	  /	  said	  “what	  a	  beauty”!	  	  

2.	  Say	  /	  Tell	  me	  all	  about	  it!	  	  
3.	  I	  said	  /	  told	  “who	  was	  that”?	  	  

4.	  I’m	  all	  right,	  I	  say	  /	  tell	  you!	  
5.	  That’s	  incredible!	  Tell	  /	  Say	  no	  more!	  	  

6.	  Tell	  /	  Say	  me	  the	  Cme	  by	  your	  watch.	  	  

9.	  Don’t	  tell	  /	  say	  me	  you	  have	  forgoden!	  	  
10.How	  can	  you	  say	  /	  tell	  which	  is	  the	  right	  one	  to	  use?	  	  

11.Tell	  /	  Say	  what	  you	  like.	  I’ve	  nothing	  to	  do	  with	  it!	  

SAY	  &	  TELL	  PRACTICE	  (2)	  



To	  sum	  up:	  

1.  Read	  the	  sentence.	  
2.  Do	  the	  backshie.	  
3.  Check	  the	  pronouns.	  
4.  Check	  Cme	  &	  place	  (if	  you	  need	  to	  make	  any	  

changes).	  
5.  Check	  the	  use	  of	  Say	  &	  Tell.	  

by:	  thirdfloorenglish	  


